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lion, Charles hcC. .*athias 

riooni 4-60, Old Jonate ufiice nlcg. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear i* ac, 

y 0U J were having a rough day whoa we net f so £ can understand that lx you lie ora me 
with half of one ear you wen.- doing very well. However, two tilings* first, ihe deadline 
was the day you wrote me if I were to prevent what 1 think could be a major disaster, and 
second, duke i-arshalj is either the boat or tilt worst thing you could dq* l fear the 
latter. I'll explain both. 

Aside from talking to you (and nobody else in political life), 1 wae conducting 
ny own inquiries in my own way on the other side. There iB but a single pathologist 
in the country who makes possible tho thing l fear. I know him well, he has been ovacive with 
me on the subject for months. It is when I got confirmation of Ills plans ana of his getting 
past tho jjurke .iarshall hurdle of the stupid contract l-^rsliel- signed on behalf of the 
executors of the President's estate, itotax that I got in touch with you. All mrshall need 
do is what x understand he did, as he also did with me, pass the buck to the archivist, at 
that ooint saint sugar et al have the ball. The day' this first become possible is the 29th, 
tho day you wrote me. Prior to that, in response to a provocative letter I wrote nim, this 
pathologist remained evasive on every point except hi clear intention to .apply i or access 
to th. autopsy film. That he does affirm. He carefully avoided telling me^nad already eeen 
•in touch with sursuall, as I have on excellent authority, ho, not having heard fro- you, 

I felt I had to take another step. Also, hid did not report having spoken to Teddy 3 An, 
which ho sale he would do. Thus, when there was no word, yesterday 1 wrote Teddy's man, 

I tin nif ; iia AA« I enclose my carbon. I'd appreciate its return ui’ter you or hie read it. 
ho objection to copying ana if it interests you U have no desire to burden either of you 
or to snow either under, you can have copies of all my correspondence with -eddy s previous 
AA and with karshall). It is not probability that worries me as much as possibility, and 
nny possibility stands my hair on one.# 

iiarsliall is very much parti piis. I do not tliinr: 1’or a minute that nc idgrieu a 
contract he drafted or one in which he oven participated in tho drafting 1 think he cane 
into this late, didn't trust hi 3 former associates, read it, saw nothin wrong vdth it 
(and I also believe had no basis for any legitimate opinion either way) and signed it. how, 
the situation he faces is living with the reality of what he made possible, ue could not 
possibly kno- what he hac; to kno d to adequately serve th, Kennedy ^and I tnink it here 
coincides vdth tho- country's) interest in this matter. ^ hac to deal on a oasis of truBt with 
those who had every interest in abusing that trust .nd every interest in saddling the Kennedy 
name with responsibility for all the suppressions of evidence. 

Marshall is holier than tho Pope. I have repeatedly asked him to inform hinsell . I 
have rcpeateqly warned him of the potential of what he wa3 into. 1 never, uvor, got a single 
mecningfuJ^^fen when 1 presented ldm with copies of pictures that haa to tell any reasonably 
intelligent nan that he and ids client had bevin had, he shrugged it off and said he lcit it 
entirely up to the Archivist. ;*nd that stalwart character, in ids extremity, die. not shun 
perjury. Unless you have the interest ana can find the time, I can't tell you tne whole 
story so 1 will neither tease you nor impose upon you with part of it. - tell you tide, 
hopin, you will believe it at least possible: the consequence anc. the proof oi it I iiave is 
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liko hot. ling in our history* It i«; nw, 

.'he reality is li, x . what you woul/bc mwil LC 'f ■ era of the of Mags, 

euou^ to know that I have a solid basis for^ pt “ 6 novel * iou ^ow me well 

1 couloa't begin* to bria, with as „h^ jJ J T^Tl X a3UUr " you it is ***** question. 
hav< -' little tine and I asked for little If -iri X but fa f ew -' a - jers » for I knew you’d 

thinm he can have coc-.unicated to you at le-.^t , Unatls 00Q t!ic 1 sw sheets I showed hie, I 
aou you please to hold this in strictest eonf-i - "* Potabilities. - now go further', and I 
essential tangible or three-dimensional •videiSTSlt^t 18 * t0d ^'’ n0 31X1610 bit of ** 
i mean all of it, from the autop y film to th * ° r 1S Undertanu me, 

tnin» i showed Russell, which is of different ^2^“ e ^ d f^ ce to the clothing. The one 
break 1 a lifelong frieadshiD with LUJ, a s vou J , - ’ ‘ 11 8! ° w to you, led him to 

o#t f TO m under his responsibilities foT ^ at . , the same tine getting 
a*d I will preserve Ms trust and MM nS url^ 0peratiolls * * trustee me. 1 have 
aald now that he is dead exceot under such carcu- ^ ~ lrcul;iStaa ce3 aake any use of what he 
unfavorably, he came to realms what 1 ” nill . CUustances aa ><111 not reflect upon him 

Clark, among others) that he is o°ne of^he^^ o75^£ 

able tots Z ^Tb^Si^glo 03 ^^ Sf 86e d ^ GOt * iet “ ot 

respond anon will show, he prosumed to notMr^dxn’tV ^ ^ rcuffls tances, as my con- 
ana there going so far as to involve their appr vd k * clients he represented, 

o. the executive branch, a sickening thing for uliSwn Eore ^reputable ventures 

now Dears a responsibility that nay ultimately be ruiirou^t ^ u ^ thiukin ^y and unquestioning^, 
on tim Clay Shaw matter, on the day of his confir-J+f to him. (.having been burned once 
learning and he has refused to respond to cC™ J ‘ eaiaG *’ re ° ainad inca I» ble of 
him to no no ;*>ro than inform himself.) ~ ° ct auu indirect effort i havox made for 

what he regards as a legiti]aate l right'" t^Svacr’ thou S ht he was protecting 

exploited in .very conceivable way b” thn- » • ’ A ^' su ^ _y * i ' t 110 longer existed, and it was 

my m ai «», TT *° ’TSf “ **“ - »da“ 

top.. x„ a, x hm , V ” opo °f 1S5“ «*»* MU "or 

g ’ “°, t th ° “Mtta. which I have read Mi * 11 *^! “ ““ , h * c “ 00 “> *° a « full 

arts kLg a iie as as big a liar-frosiuent evsr °?” * h tbll ‘ es ho reports reading in it. 
met R.P.K. led fnl n- s i ~a i inn ., , . " told. gave you the sentence as it was Hvnn 

peraonali/ and alone wan in cxiar -e Wi+h +v wae ^ rozQn out and ** oover 

effect, relieved ,x pep„^^“ f «- «—l«W “ouver «£*£ 

greosions on f,e Comission. The aoovc-auoCrtx^ > P “ tho blaBC for his own trans- 

doox£. hoover, under oath, provos it a lie X ° llX>J1 three P a ses on this in LbJ’ s 

pondence I use in my curront book x hTc^M- " J? 'T** ° £ ^hlished oorro^ 

^ow; 0 nly what you (that is, tnc- cS ie ^ R tfr,^ ° UDt * :ni ° WOree tbe ^ are that he 
painful lact i 3 , that 1 have riven +h . . . talc _ E y associates nave told me". The 

vnen 1 saw you because A am refusing to jLnit 3UDsldy 1 had bev.n promised to print thi' book 
nennedy” kiclc ^0 won’t t0 be cowerte " S a t 'St b00k 

oonsoidorable cost to me. Ifiaav wel ' run ^ t ! 1 to xhe same ead * x his ...eons a verv 
l.bop printed* I don't imve to toll - Jm „ Stolto 7 °“ih ° i ““ ,0 “»* thi. eno™„. 

° “ v “ ^ of «* - * p-t . f 1 **« not 

n , ^ 0 9 ^ can oia y ^ope that i-arshall at le«cj4* , 

dusea. J. like ny agin^ neck better unsliced i t0nS t0 y ° U *** then Kee ? s ^ ^uth 
limitless power and limitless disposition considerable iiazard to those of 

rom you as soon as you and i-arshall speak If L h cas *®^ L 't* f do look forward to hearing 
tms - ana V a rushing it to get itin ?h , l uot ^ by the tine you -et 

presents no problems to you to r,-r+vri "" out <JOius iaail - I think it woulu be b.tter if'-st 

uow under the contract and to recall at t0 ^ askin e him to permit nothin- 

f wlietcver fon,, «* t0 ... ■» =5 hnv.^ 

arrange ior the tone oi us to meet in your office. 
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anywhere else you want that is possible for me. I'wj absolutely flat broke and deeply 
in d~bt. ky sole precondition is the preservation of my confidence. I offer the sane assurance 
in return. In any event, ny writing on thin is couple ted. ^nd I serve anything but a selfish 
interest in seeking to prevent a scandal, for such a tragedy woulu ;.i ai*-.-ny work a valuable 
and sought-after property. it is already copyrighted. I have a limited edition of it. 


There is another side to this. Used properly ana responsibly, the danger fi»n not 
onl % > be frustrate::, but this work can be ^ut to what if I know you, you would regard as the 
most urgent, immediate good use. Until you can take the time to inform yourself, you liave 
only my opinion. But there are things you have told me that * have never used that tell me 
your beliefs on thl4f^ perhaps collateral matters as you see thorn, but cf the crux to me. hot 
letting it reot on this ellipsis would be unfair to you, and I can't burden you or Sid or 
myself with a tome in this letter. 


The strange anomaly is that if anything i:. to remain, if not now, then in the future, 
ox the kar shall ana Clark and V/arren Commission reputations, it will be only through my 
worn, which does, while anything but sycophantic, put them and their situations in context. 

^ don't think any is willing to believe this now. Their positions take such extreme forms 
as the demeaning know-no thin ji sm of Warren who, on the one hand, goes around the world 
calling for "new evidence" (and believe me, there is nothing wrong with the "old evidence" 
abused and ignored) and simultaneously has gieen order that any and every letter on this 
sub_.eut addressed to him be intercepted so that he may not see it. How the hell is ho going 
to sec any "nett evidence"? I have offered it, without response. 

1 do appreciate your willingness to be part of at least an effort and even if i£ 
touk a direction other than what “■ li&d asked. *ou can, as you know, depend uoon mo not 
exploiting it or wl^atever happens in any way. That is the opposite of my purpose, hy 

problem is i rustratin L .; those with this intent, and 1 do not delude myself about my limitations. 
It is for this reason alone that I sought your help. 

On the other matter, since Boill has already disclosed his ti'eachery (and 1 ho t *j I 
do not use words that give you offense if he is your friend, but they are factual), I t!4nk 
that perhaps the best single help you can no*/ offer is what you or Bid suggested, putting 
me in touch with those oi ecological interest. They have much at* stake they can't know 
until tiiey first hear me and then see what they will, ibis is an exceptional legal situation. 

- have spoicen to tne DC on ice of the Sierra Club, an., the oeat 1 could get from them is 
that they arc- only a lobbying office, I should go to California to the office that handles 
these aspects. That .is like telling me to go to the moon, broke as I am. 

Aware as I am oi the demands on your time, I repeat my offer to give you and Ann cmji 
evening you will not forget ana in return will ask nothing but silence of you both. If you 
go not accept it, 1 will be without criticism or comment. It ..ill be harder on ac tha n you 
coi^ imagine , for living with tliis stuff is close to intolerable. 

Thanks for the try. Best from us both. 


Uincerely, 


iiarold »«eisbcrg 


